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electrophoresis The differential movement of charged molecules in
solution through a porous medium in an electric field. The po-
rous medium can be filter paper, cellulose, or, more frequently, a
starch or polyacrylamide gel.

electrophoretic analysis A method commonly used to separate pro-
teins and other organic molecules.

embryo The early or developing stage of an organism, especially the
developing product of egg fertilization.

embryo transfer Artificial introduction of a recently formed embryo
into the oviduct or uterus of the biological mother or of a surro-
gate mother.

endangered In the context of this report, a term that applies to taxa
(species, subspecies, population) in danger of extinction and for
which survival is unlikely if the causal factors of loss continue.

enzyme One of a large group of proteins, produced by living cells,
that act like catalysts in essential chemical reactions in living tis-
sues.

exotic Relating to an organism that is found in, or is intentionally
introduced into, an area where it does not .naturally occur.

extensive management The production and management system under
which domestic livestock has traditionally been raised, generally
under range conditions. Nutritional supplementation and veteri-
nary care are minimal or nonexistent. Animals are subjected to
a variety of environmental and nutritional stresses and become
adapted to their local environments.

extinct In the context of this report refers to taxa (e.g., populations,
subspecies, species) not found after repeated searches of known
and likely areas.

fecundity Potential fertility or the capability of repeated fertiliza-
tion. Specifically, it is the quantity of eggs, produced per female,
over a defined period of time.

feral Pertaining to formerly domesticated animals now living in a
wild state.

flock Temporary management units, or groupings of animals, on a
given farm that are not necessarily maintained in reproductive
isolation and may not be genetically different.

flow cytometry A method for rapidly measuring cells.

gamete A mature reproductive cell (egg or sperm) that is capable of
fusing with another similar cell of the opposite sex to produce a
zygote (fertilized egg).